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LAW SCHOOL REBORN 
New Student Classrooms and Lounges Rise From The 
Ashes of Demolition This Summer 
BY FRANK LATTUCA 
Staff Writer 
Students who remember their mail­
boxes on the first floor and the records 
office in the Stock­
ton Building have 
noticed vast changes 
to the entire law 
school. The student 
areas are signifi­
cantly larger, the law 
school now extends 
into the adjoining 
Stuart building, and 




going. Dean Tom 
Morrison said the 
majority of con­
struction is "90 to 95 
percent done" as of 
ten days into the se­
mester. Although 
behind schedule, the 
massive undertak­
ing to remodel the 
Law School is 
nearly complete. 
Items still left to be 
finished include installing e-mail termi­
nals in the Burns Alcove, finishing the 
Stockton elevator transplant and the in­
stallation of an ATM machine for stu­
dent use. Other projects in the works in­
clude new elevators in Burns, contiunued 
aesthetic touch-ups to the lounges, and 
final streetscape additions. 
The changes have created entirely 
new aesthetic and traffic considerations. 
Morrison attributed the delay in finish­
ing the construction to the scope of the 
job that needed to be done and the lim­
ited time they had to complete it. By 
waiting until after Commencement 2003 
was over to begin the repairs, the school 
left itself 12 weeks to complete the project. 
This proved to be too short a time 
frame. "If we 
had another ten 
days we would 
















crews were also 
to blame. 
"They ap­
pear to have 
hired a Soviet 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  
crew right after 
they finished 
Chernobyl and the Kursk submarine." 
Changes include the enlarging of 
See CONSTRUCTION, page 4 
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Powell Talks Policy at GW 
BY BRANDON BRISCOE 
Editor-in-Chief 
U.S. Secretary of State and George 
Washington alumnus Colin Powell told 
a packed Lisner Auditorium that the Bush 
administration's foreign policy is built on 
a broad vision and collaborative strategy 
in an address marking the opening of the 
Elliot School of International Affairs new 
E-Street building Friday. 
Powell said that although the 
administration's foreign policy team in­
cludes soldiers, scholars, and policy mak­
ers, the president is the clear leader. "It is 
his foreign policy, driven by his vision," 
which Powell called "far-reaching." 
"Above all, the president's strategy 
is one of partnerships," he added. "It calls 
for new partnerships, new alliances to 
meet new problems." The hour-long 
speech tracked those themes through the 
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gambit of U.S. foreign policy issues as 
Powell discussed the war in Iraq, the re­
building of Afghanistan, the Middle East 
peace process, terrorism, and U.S.-China 
relations. 
But Powell also strayed from his 
global remarks to mention his local af­
filiation with GW after the audience 
greeted him with a raucous standing ova­
tion that appeared to take him by surprise. 
Powell received a Masters of Business 
Administration and an honorary doctor­
ate from GW. 
"The honorary doctorate was easy; 
the MBA was a little more difficult," he 
said, explaining that he received his GW 
acceptance letter three weeks before re­
turning from his second tour of duty in 
Vietnam. "I was already in a kind of 
graduate school - the graduate school of 
war." 
Powell said his GW experience did 
not begin well. "I was bewildered and 
worried that the University had somehow 
made a mistake in accepting me," he 
joked. "But things turned around as they 
usually do." 
"I came to GW and had my hori­
zons widened and my mind opened. I 
learned about real management and genu­
ine leadership," the former Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Gulf War 
leader told the crowd of mostly GW stu­
dents. "I wish all the students here the 
same opportunity for learning. 
The bulk of Powell's comments re­
affirmed the Bush administration's for­
eign policy, emphasizing its multilateral 
approach. "The United States does not 
seek a territorial empire. It never has." 
Powell backed the preemptive strike 
doctrine. "If you see a clear and present 
danger, you do not wait for it to arrive. 
He backed the war on terrorists. 
"The entire international community 
must come together to isolate them, brand 
them as terrorists, and cut off their fund­
ing." Referencing 9-11, Powell added, 
"Our grief knows no borders, nor does 
our determination to put an end to such 




in the First-Year 
Class 
BY SARAH HENSLEY 
Staff Writer 
The LSAT and GPA figures are not 
the only numbers relating to the Class of 
2006 that have increased substantially. 
This year's entering evening class is 
overenrolled by 27 percent. Historically, 
the evening program enrolled 80-90 stu­
dents. Approximately 140 students are 
enrolled for this fall's evening program. 
Dean of Admissions Robert Stanek 
said that an increase in the evening pro­
gram was planned to coincide with the 
addition of Stuart Hall this year. "We 
wanted around 110 students [in the 
evening program]," he said. 
To fill these spaces, Stanek appealed 
to applicants on the waiting list who had 
indicated an interest in either the day or 
evening program. In exchange for accept­
ing admittance to the evening program 
in the fall, the wait-listed students could 
switch to full time status in the spring by 
taking one additional course tYiat semes­
ter and one over the summer. "This was 
a very attractive offer," Stanek said. It 
largely accounts for the over-population 
of the evening class. 
Additionally, the overall yield (the 
percentage of students accepting their 
offers) rose by nearly five percent. Stanek 
cited the weak economy and the result­
ing lack of job offers to attract students 
away from law school as the primary 
cause. 
Dean Stanek said that this over-en­
rollment should have no major impact on 
either the students or the faculty, although 
"the faculty will certainly have more ex­
ams to correct," he joked. 
But Dean Roger Trangsrud said the 
increased enrollment impacted the first 
year small-section Civil Procedure classes. 
Professor Joan Schaffner volunteered to 
alleviate the crunch by teaching two back-
to-back classes of 22 students each. "1 
think that's working out pretty well so 
far," he said. 
Stanek added that the class of 2006 
might experience further complications 
in later years. "The more popular courses 
will have more competition," he said, 
"but we are committed to making sure 
that all students have the same opportu­
nities as other students." He observed 
that this might require some "creative 
scheduling." 
"We'll be more/careful next year," 
said Stanek. "If we make the kind of 
offers we did, we'll limit the number of 
people we make that offer to [now that 
we] have a feel for who will accept it." 
Unfortunately, some numbers 
among the new first-year class dropped 
dramatically. Although last year, women 
outnumbered men in the entering class, 
this year the ration flipped to 54 percent 
men and 46 percent women. This sug­
gests a change in the ten-year trend that 
See CROWDING, page 5 
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Clerkship Applications Earlier Graduation Date 
Complicated by New Rule Considered, Input Sought 
BY JANE YANOVSKY 
Staff Writer 
It is the day after Labor Day. For 
most people, this means the end of sum­
mer, the return to the law school grind, 
and the death knell on wearing white 
shoes. For the hard working members of 
the Law School's Clerkship Committee, 
however, it is only the beginning. 
Sept. 2, 2003, the new deadline set 
down by federal appel­
late court judges and fol­
lowed by most other 
courts, signaled the start 
of the clerkship recruit­
ment season. Over the 
next six months, the 
Committee, with the 
help of many other fac­
ulty members, will send 
out approximately 210 
letters of recommenda­
tion for each candidate. 
The letters will reach 
every corner of the 
United States judicial 
system, from Alaska to 
the Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico. In the 
meantime, 3Ls around 
the country will anx­
iously await for their fate 
to be decided anytime 
between now and March. 
The Labor Day deadline represents 
a distinct departure from previous years, 
when most judges filled their clerkship 
vacancies almost 2 years in advance. In­
terested students applied in the fall of 
their second year and found the results 
of their search before transitioning into 
their last year. 
Under the new system, students 
apply in the fall of their third year. They 
have more time to decide whether they 
want to pursue a clerkship at all and to 
target their application process to areas 
Clerkship Committee Chairman . 
Prof Bradford Clark 
or courts of specific interest. "It is not 
too late to apply for those interested in 
clerking next year," remarked Professor 
Bradford Clark, Head of the Clerkship 
Committee, noting that the process is roll­
ing and that many judges in a variety of 
courts hire through the spring. 
On average, each candidate applies 
to between 70 to 105 judges. "We limit 
each student to 210 letters of recommen­
dation, mainly because the school has to 
print, address and mail 
all those letters" in a 
concentrated period of 
time, explained Clark. 
Consequently, the num­
ber of applications de­
pends on the number of 
letters required by each 
specific judge for which 
the student is applying. 
However, there is 
one exception to the 
210-letter rule: those 
students applying to the 
Federal Court of Ap­
peals for the D.C. Cir­
cuit, the most presti­
gious Circuit Court in 
the country, get those 3 
extra letters beyond 
their limit. The prefer­
ential treatment reflects 
the school's desire to 
ensure that students with top qualifica­
tions who may not otherwise contend for 
the D. C. Circuit give it a chance. 
"For ten years, we had no clerks on 
the D.C. Circuit at all. Some students 
would get interviews but not the position, 
and eventually students stopped apply­
ing," commented Clark. However, last 
year Justin Wilcox, a 2003 GW graduate 
and the former Editor-in-Chief of the 
Law Review, ended GW's streak of dis­
appointment when he was hired by John 
Roberts, the newest judge on the D.C. 
See CLERKSHIP, page 4 
BY ALEXANDER SAUNDERS 
News Editor 
Dean Michael Young has proposed 
a change of date for this year's gradua­
tion ceremony. The initial plan was for 
the Law School's ceremony to occur on 
May 23, but the proposed date would 
move graduation one week earlier so that 
the Law School's ceremony would take 
place along with the University's com­
mencement on May 16. 
SBA Commencement Director 
Jaclyn Gerhard said the proposal has a 
number of implications that students 
should consider, and she urged students 
to voice their opinion before the decision 
is made in the next few weeks. She said 
both Young and the SBA have asked for 
input and would like to take student opin­
ion into account. 
"Student input will be important in 
this decsion," Gerhard said. "We need as 
many people to speak up as possible." 
Because the University would al­
ready line up a speaker for its ceremony, 
the Law School may not seek its own 
high-profile speaker, Gerhard explained. 
It is predicted that Maryland Governor 
Robert Ehrlich will speak at the under­
graduate ceremony this year. 
SBA President Corrie Westbrook 
has suggested two options for speakers. 
The Law School could either push for a 
more prestigious speaker at the Univer­
sity-wide graduation or tap its own 
speaker for the Law School ceremony, 
which might feature someone with a 
lower profile like a faculty member. 
"If we moved to a new date," said 
Gerhard, "students need to decide 
whether they want thier own, Law-School 
speaker." 
Other issues are at play aside from 
speakers. Because the earlier date would 
make it impossible for 3L spring grades 
to be ready, students receiving GPA-based 
honors would not be recognized at com­
mencement under the proposal. On the 
other hand, Gerhard said, the compressed 
time between finals and graduation 
would likely make it easier for 3Ls to par­
ticipate in SBA-sponsored social activi­
ties like the amusement park trip to King's 
Dominion. 
Student leaders are especially con­
cerned that some students might have al­
ready made plans based on the original 
date. "We especially want to know how 
many people have made travel arrange­
ments," Gerhard said. Moving the Law 
School ceremony to the same weekend 
as the University's would also force law 
student families to compete with those of 
undergraduates for hotel and parking 
space. 
Young has already circulated a 
memo asking for input from the faculty, 
who are likely to welcome the earlier date 
that will not coincide with the Memorial 
Day weekend. Westbrook predicted he 
will issue another memo in the next few 
days that will outline his proposal and 
seek input from students. 
"This memo is going to affect stu­
dents who are 3L's and 4L's. They should 
all have input," Westbrook said. 
Gerhard said students can email her 
at jgerhard@law.gwu.edu to offer their 
opinion on the matter. 
"It's really up to students," she said. 
"I think it's important that we meet stu-
dent wishes because this is an indiviUuiil 
ceremony that we create. We're more 
likely to present a ceremony appealing 
to the most people if we have some idea 
of what people prefer." 
Gerhard said roughly 80 people of­
fered input when solicited this summer 
about possible speakers. She hoped for a 
better response on this issue. 
"This impacts everyone who is 
graduating this year - and there's a lot 
more at stake than personal preference." 
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NEWS FROM THE GW COMMUNITY 
Law Revue Show Launches Website 
The Law Revue Show has created a brand new website to poke fun at 
law school life. Now you can enjoy the show more than just once a 
year. 
Visit the site at http://www.law.gwu.edu/stdg/lawrevue 
Law School to Help Light the Night For Charity 
Jessica Chipoco (3L) and Professor Joan Schaffner are leading the law 
school's communuity effort to support the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society's Light The Night® Walk to help fund cancer research. Students 
interested in signing up to support this effort by participarting in the 
two-to-three mile evening walk should register at http:// 
www.lightthenight.org./nca. The walk takes place Thursday, October 2 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Equal Justice Career Fair Takes Place October 23 and 24 
Students interested in participating in the nation's largest Equal Justice 
career fair must register by October 10th. You Either 1) E-mail 
cdo@law.gwu.edu with your name, class year (e.g., 2L), and e-mail 
address, with "EJW Fair" in the Subject line, or 
2) Register through the EJW website at 
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/careerfair/students/career.php. 
Registration is free. The CDO will be collecting resumes for the event. I 
Students should submit resumes no later than Thursday, September 
18th. 
Lend a Helping Hand 
The Student Bar Association and the Environmental Law Association 
will co-sponsor a community service event with Washington Parks 
and People at Watt's Branch Park on Saturday, September 13th from 
10AM to 2PM. For more information, please contact Jocelyn Stotts at 
jstotts@law.gwu.edu. 
SBA Beat 
Nota Bene Funded, Constitutional 
Committee Formed 
BY ALAN TAUBER 
Managing Editor 
The SBA kicked off the school year 
with its first meeting on August 26th and 
it had a full plate. Among the issues dealt 
with by the SBA were a follow up on last 
year's tampon dispenser bill (they have 
arrived), the SBA's new home, and the 
upcoming 1L elections. Two of the more 
weighty issues that were discussed was 
the possibility of LLM representation in 
the SBA, and the potential for a gradua­
tion date change. 
Currently, there are two versions of 
the constitution, one online, and one in 
hard copy. The hard copy allows for 
LLM representation, while the online 
version omits mention of LLM reps. As 
a result, there is some disagreement about 
whether LLMs are entitled to represen­
tation, and the issue is scheduled to be 
discussed at the next meeting on Septem­
ber 9th. The possibility of changing the 
date of commencement was briefly dis­
cussed. 
One contentious debate was the 
funding of this very paper. While it was 
generally agreed that the SBA should fund 
the paper, there was much debate on 
whether or not the staff should be paid. 
This was the first time the SBA was forced 
to confront this issue since Dean Young 
placed the funding of the Nota Bene un­
der SBA control just last spring. 
Eventually, tire SBA agreed to pay 
the staff by a vote of 8-2 with only Day 
Vice-President Laurie Belony (3L) and 3L 
rep. Scott Claffee dissenting. The budget 
for the paper was then approved 8-1, with 
2L rep. Dawn Goodman dissenting. 
Another large issue on the SBA ra­
dar was Judiciary Chairman Jason 
Karasik's (2L) call for a constitutional 
committee to rewrite the SBA constitu­
tion. As mentioned above, there are cur­
rently two constitutions, which contradict 
each other in key ways. Aside from these 
conflicts between the online and hard 
copy versions, there are several other 
problems with the current constitution. 
Karasik describes the current situation as 
one of "anarchy in the guise of order." 
Among the problems Karasik identified 
with the current constitution(s) are the 
complete lack of judicial proceedings, 
conflicting election laws and terms of 
office, lack of any form of precedent, and 
bylaws that serve as a de facto constitu­
tion. 
"I got into all this because, as Chair­
man of the Judiciary, the task falls to me 
to review the effectiveness of the bylaws," 
Karasik said. "The first step to knowing 
whether the bylaws were doing their job 
was to discern what they mandate - who 
has what obligation. Lo and behold, 
when trying to figure out how power 
flows in this government, I couldn't even 
begin to tell you where the buck stopped." 
In order to deal with these prob­
lems, Karasik called for the creation of a 
Constitutional Reform Committee to ex­
amine the current system and propose 
language for a new constitution. The 
SBA approved the idea, granting appoint­
ment power to Karasik and SBA Presi­
dent Corrie Westbrook (3L). 
Other items of note from the meet­
ing include the city-wide Law School 
party which will take place on Septem­
ber 18, at LuLu's and the scheduling of 
tY\e BaWoween parry, vArrcYv viiW once 
again be held at Poly Esther's, probably 
on Thursday, October 30th. 
Looking ahead, the SBA decided 
that it wants to work towards returning a 
fifth journal to campus, perhaps the stu­
dent-run Corporate Law Journal. The 
SBA also wishes to push for free printing 
for students, and there was some discus­
sion regarding the new security cameras. 
The next SBA meeting will be held 
Tues., Sept. 9. 
Loaner Laptops Stolen From Library, Multiple Thefts 
BY ELIZABETH ALSTERN 
Staff Writer 
Just before the school year began, 
all of the notebook computers that had 
been available for loan to students from 
the library were stolen. Also stolen was a 
staff desktop machine. The thefts oc­
curred on at least two different occasions. 
UPD and the Metropolitan Police De­
partment are investigating. 
Sometime in the night between Sat­
urday, August 2nd, and Sunday, August 
3rd, a thief cut the padlock on the cabinet 
in which the notebooks were stored. Six 
3-year-old Dells and two 5-year-old IBMs 
were stolen. The theft was discovered 
immediately when staff arrived the next 
morning because the cabinet doors were 
open, the bar across the cabinet doors was 
ripped off and left on the floor next to 
the cut padlock. 
Chris Reed, Library Assistant Di­
rector for Information Services, notes the 
thief wasn't a technology expert, "they 
took the laptops, but they left the Ethernet 
cards, cable locks, CDs, and tape record­
ers" which were in the same cabinet. He 
estimates the PC laptops were worth $200 
each. The tape recorders, cable locks, and 
Ethernet cards are both more valuable 
and easier to carry. 
A week after the first theft, between 
Friday afternoon and Monday morning, 
a brand-new desktop computer located in 
an office on the Mezzanine level of the 
library was stolen, as well as two 8-year-
old Macintosh laptops kept in an identi­
cal locked cabi-
net located next 
to the one bro­
ken into the pre­
vious week. The 
theft of the 
laptops was not 
immediately ap­
parent, because 
unlike the earlier 
incident the 
cabinet looked 
as it had the 
night before, ex­





rately from the others because the Macs 
had been taken out of circulation; the 
thief probably discovered them because 
there was a sign in the first cabinet refer­
ring to the Macs in the second. It is pos­
sible the 2nd laptop theft occurred earlier 
than the desktop theft, but the computers 
It is not clear whether the 
loaner laptops will be 
replaced. The replacement 
cost is much higher than the 
value of the stolen machines; 
in light of the new 
requirements that incoming 
students must purchase 
notebook computers, it is not 
clear the school will decide 
new laptops are necessary. 
had still been there when checked by li­
brary staff after the first incident. The 
theft of the laptops was discovered when 
UPD came to investigate the stolen staff 
computer. 
The desktop computer was worth 
$1000; the Macs 
almost nothing. 
Reed pointed out 
that despite leav­
ing the valuable 
network cards, the 
thief had the pres­
ence of mind to 
take the battery 
power pack of the 
desktop machine. 
Newer Dell mod­
els have separate 
power "bricks" 
like those com­
monly found on 
laptops. The thief 
did not take any of 
the other attach­
ments to the desktop such as the mouse, 
keyboard, and monitor. 
According to Reed, the thefts were 
a result of the renovations and the result­
ing lax security in the law school build­
ings over the summer. UPD was not avail­
able to comment for this story. After the 
second theft, all valuable computer equip­
ment in library staff offices and through­
out Burns was secured with the available 
loaner cable locks. Permanent cable locks 
have been ordered for all library equip­
ment, but until they arrive loaner cable 
locks will not be available to students. The 
replacement cable locks will arrive in the 
next two weeks. 
It is not clear whether the loaner 
laptops will be replaced. The replacement 
cost is much higher than the value of the 
stolen machines; in light of the new re­
quirements that incoming students must 
purchase notebook computers, it is not 
clear the school will decide new laptops 
are necessary. According to Reed, the ma­
chines will certainly not be replaced un­
less it is certain future thefts can be pre­
vented. 
As a result of the thefts, the library 
will be improving security for students as 
well*by adding notebook cable-lock an­
chors to desks on the lower levels of the 
library. The anchors will be located "ad­
jacent to [power] plugs and ports... we're 
just going to put them in obvious places 
for them to be." Because the anchors need 
to be drilled into furniture, which is a 
noisy process, the staff will be installing 
them first into the lower levels (there are 
some already on SL3), and work their 
way up. 
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the Hard and Soft Lounges and the addi­
tion of an information desk and more 
vending machines. 
Stuart Hall was connected to the E 
building and the rest of the law 
school. While some students find it con­
fusing to access the building from inside, 
Morrison sees no need to add signs to 
help direct students. He said that students 
will soon become accustomed to the new 
areas. 
Construction planned for next sum­
mer will further alleviate the traffic prob­
lems, when the second floor of Stuart is 
connected to the existing law school 
structure. This next construction project 
will include an adjustment to the Stock­
ton building which will move the library 
"security bubble" entrance to the quad-
side of the building, enabling students to 
walk the entire length of the building on 
the second floor, without entering the li­
brary. 
Morrison warns that there is "al­
ways something that needs working 
on." Immediate plans include work on 
a few of the remaining doors and wood 
paneling that will be installed in the Bums 
Lobby. Although the construction will be 
ongoing, Morrison hopes to be at the 
point where "we won't be seeing work­
ers" by the end of the month. 
'Streetscape' Unfinished 
The improvements to the law school 
included an external "face-lift" along with 
the enlarging of Stockton Hall and the 
inclusion of Stuart Hall. The construc­
tion work to the exterior of the building 
is behind schedule, as are the interior re­
pairs. According to Morrison, this is due 
to the weather more than anything 
else. "I'm disappointed it was not 
completed. We really tried to have it 
done, but the weather was a hindrance," 
he said. 
The heavy rainfall this summer pre­
vented workers from working as consis­
tently or as often as they would have 
needed to be done by the start of school. 
One hold up that isn't weather related is 
the handrails for the outside of the Stock­
ton building. Morrison said that the ad­
ministration was "unhappy with the origi­
nal design we received" and so they were 
sent back to the architects to be 
redesigned. This poses a temporary prob­
lem for opening the main Stockton doors, 
due to the hazardous conditions and 
safety concerns. 
Another hold-up involves the rede­
signed front of the Lerner 
Building. Plans called for a pre-cast name 
plate featuring the school's name to be 
installed in front of the school along the 
sidewalk and new lighting from newly 
designed lamps placed above and below 
this name-plate. The pre-cast plates have 
yet to be delivered. Despite the delays, 
Morrison notes that the Lerner and Burns 
entrances are both open and functional. 
Still To Come 
Along with the reinstallation of the 
trophy case, the Lounge area will also 
feature a new historical display across 
from the Information desk. The display, 
currently unfinished and behind schedule, 
will likely be installed over the Winter 
break. After that, the administration may 
also consider installing further decora­
tions for the lounges. 
Student mailboxes, now on the third 
floor of Stockton, will be getting an up­
date with metal plate name holders. The 
plates were due in Sept. 5 and should be 
installed shortly after they arrive. These 
metal name-plates will hold pieces of 
paper with the students names on them, 
and replace the current paper folder sys­
tem. 
The Stockton elevator is fully in­
stalled and is expected to be operational 
by the end of this week. More vending 
machines have been installed through out 
the campus, including the basement of 
Stuart and outside Smart Hall. Each of 
the vending machines are equipped to 
vend using GWorld cards, making trans­
actions easier for students. 
An ATM machine will be placed in 
the law school within the next month. 
Two new refrigerators were put into the 
main student lobbies, and the adminis­
tration intends to make sure they are 
cleaned and otherwise maintained on a 
more regular basis. The patio fur­
niture will be returned as soon as work is 
completed on the door area on the quad 
side of Stockton. To replace the patio fur­
niture, some construction supplies and 
machinery must be removed. It's hoped 
that once this equipment is out of the way, 
the furniture will be replaced and put in 
its permanent location. 
Long term plans include acquiring 
Lisner Hall, adjacent to Smart, that will 
house additional student lounge space 
with a coffee bar. These plans are on hold 
while the University works out a zoning 
dispute with the city that is keeping the 
business school from moving to its new 
home. Finally, the third and fourth floors 
of Stockton will be renovated so the car­
pets and painting matches that of the rest 
of the law school. 
POWELL FROM PAGE 1 
terrorism. Terrorism is our number-one 
priority." 
He also praised the rebuilding ef­
forts in Afghanistan and Iraq. Despite the 
slow pace of reconstruction, Powell said 
positive signs include the multilateral plan 
to accelerate aid to Afghanistan and 
NATO's new role providing security in 
Kabul. "It is impossible to overcome in a 
few months obstacles that have been built 
over decades," he said. "But a state is 
being rebuilt before our eyes from the 
ashes of war and chaos." 
He also praised the progress in Iraq, 
noting that schools have reopened, hos­
pitals are operational, electricity produc­
tion is nearly back to pre-war levels, and 
46,000 Iraqi policemen have been trained 
and placed on the streets. "Far more Ira­
qis worry about our leaving too soon than 
our staying too long," he said. 
Powell was at times defensive. "Let 
there be no doubt on anyone's mind that 
we did the right thing," he proclaimed 
after describing the mass graves un­
earthed in Iraq and the brutal dictator­
ship toppled by U.S. troops earlier this 
year. He also defended the invasion of 
Afghanistan. "Not to face up and fight 
the hatred that is the core of terrorism is 
to be complicit in that hatred," he said. 
"And that we will never be." 
He also spoke positively of U.S. re­
lations with Russia, India, and China. 
"Today, I would submit that U.S. relations 
with China are the best they have been 
since President Nixon's first visit." He 
praised the six-member coalition of coun­
tries working to slow North Korea's race 
to develop nuclear weapons and the U.S. 
response to the threat. "We have no in­
tention of invading or attacking North 
Korea. We want to see security, not war, 
peace, not fear, envelope North Korea." 
Powell called for a diplomatic solu­
tion to the North Korean problem, argu­
ing that it was possible through diplo­
macy for the United States to meet both 
its needs and those of other nations as 
well. 
The speech, for which hundreds of 
students waited as long as two hours in 
line for tickets, was well received by the 
audience. Powell received several ova­
tions, including one as he slowed his pace 
to emphasize his gratitude to American 
soldiers serving in Iraq. 
The remarks did enjoy a moment 
of levity, however. Introducing Powell, 
University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenburg stumbled over the word ge­
nealogist. "I almost said 'gynecologist,'" 
he admitted to an amused audience. 
Later, as Powell acknowledged distin­
guished audience members, he cracked, 
"And distinguished gynecologist Dr. 
Trachtenburg." 
The Elliot School of International 
Affairs will celebrate its 15th anniversary 
this year and the 105th anniversary of a 
foreign affairs program at GW. The new 
building, located at 1957 E Street, allowed 
the Law School to take over the vacated 
Lisner Hall this summer. 
Briscoe/Nota Bene 
The Soft Lounge as it looked, May, 2003, prior to the current 
construction project. 
Students Stuggle With Uncertainty of 
New Clerkship Application Dates 
CLERKSHIP FROM PAGE 2 
Circuit bench. According to Clark, "we 
have a good chance to build on this year. 
If you are otherwise competitive for the 
Circuit Court level and are applying to 
any other Federal Court of Appeals, then 
we want to encourage you to apply in 
D.C. as well." 
Yet clerkship opportunities are not 
limited solely to the upper echelon of stu­
dents who can put "George Washington 
Scholar" on their resumes. Students 
should not be deterred by class rank or 
GPA, emphasized Clark, recounting har­
rowing stories of the days when the Law 
School determined the precise 5-point 
percentile that each student fell into and 
happily informing me that students in the 
bottom five percent of the class also be­
came law clerks. "You have to apply stra­
tegically where you are competitive, but 
that doesn't mean that there aren't oppor­
tunities for everyone to clerk." 
Clark noted two important starting 
points for any students who may be con­
sidering applying for clerkships next year. 
The first is the Judicial Clerkship Hand­
book, available both in the Career Devel­
opment Office and in the info portal 
online, which provides information on 
everything from the nuts and bolts of the 
application process to the judges who 
have previously hired GW students. 
Another place for interested candi­
dates to start the open meeting for stu­
dents held in the spring, where potential 
candidates can learn how to acquire let­
ters of recommendation and have their 
questions answered by members of the 
Committee. Clark recommended 
that second year students begin consid­
ering their preferences for federal versus 
state, and trial versus appellate courts in 
advance so they can better formulate a 
time frame for their applications. Addi­
tional concerns may include the duration 
of clerkships - most are one year in 
length, but more and more judges are hir­
ing for two-year periods. Students should 
also consider their preferred location. 
Working in a market in which you want 
to remain gives you a marginal advan­
tage, but clerking is also an opportunity 
to spend a year or two in a place you may 
otherwise never experience. An additional 
consideration should be your individual 
interests - bankruptcy, administrative, 
criminal, etc. 
Students currently going through 
the process have some other words of 
wisdom. "Make sure to check the 
website, uscourts.gov, frequently, because 
not all judges comply with the new dead­
line and you may miss out on a position 
otherwise," recommended Alan Tauber, 
a 3L. Tauber became interested in 
clerking towards the end of his first year, 
the time when interested students would 
have had to start applying under the old 
system. He expressed some concern over 
the changed schedule: "It is problematic 
for 3Ls who are looking for permanent 
employment because you have to tell ev­
eryone that your acceptance of an offer 
can be only conditional." 
Even so, the advantages to be 
gained from a clerkship are worthwhile. 
"We really stress that students not be 
shortsighted," said Clark. "A clerkship 
will pay you dividends throughout your 
career in terms of experience, prestige, 
and being a better lawyer." 
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Class of 2006 At A Glance 
• The Law School received 
11,687 applications for the roughly 
500 daytime and evening spots in 
the class. This was an 8.5 percent 
increase over last year. 
• One out of every seven stu­
dents applying to law school in the 
United States applied to GW this 
year. GW rejected more than 9,100 
students - more than applied to any 
other school but one. 
• Percentage of students ac­
cepting offers jumped from 22 to 
26 percent, resulting in roughly 400 
students in the day program and 
140 in the evening program. 
• For the third consecutive 
year, the median LSAT score is the 
highest in GW history, rising 
tol65. The average GPA was 3.43. 
They Said It 
"Unprecedented and Unexpected" 
Enrollment Creates Problems 
CROWDING FROM PAGE 1 
has seen the women and minority appli­
cation pool steadily increasing. 
Stanek had no explanation for the 
irregular breakdown. He said both the 
applications and number of admissions 
broke down roughly 50-50. The number 
of registrants just did not hold up. "At 
this point," he said "there's no way of 
knowing what next year's applicant pool 
will look like. Gender may or may not 
correct itself." 
The Law School will likely not 
be changing its admission policy in the 
wake of the Michigan affirmative action 
case. Stanek said the university policy 
follows the guidelines established by the 
Court. Nevertheless, affirmative action 
has received university-wide attention and 
continues to be a concern. "I'll be look­
ing at [the law school policy] closely," 
Stanek promised. 
"It's the strongest class academically that we've ever admitted, and 
that was true of last year's class, and the class before that. They're 
here, now all we have to do is teach them." 
- D ean Roger Trangsrud 
"D. C. is an attractive place to study law. The buzz on GW is that 
we're a school that's improving." 
- Dean Robert Stanek 
"G W has a strong reputation in environmental law and a strong repu­
tation overall." 
- Shawn Cassatt, 1L 
"There's a diversity of electives offeredfor evening students that [re­
ally attracted me]. I have no intention of transferring to the day pro­
gram. " 
"I wanted to study on the east coast in a big city. D. C. has a lot of 
opportunities." 
- Shani Gholston, 1L 
Compiled by Sarah Hensley, Nota Bene Staff Writer 
Summer Experience in Rwanda Exposes Student to 
Tales of Atrocities, Hope 
BY ALEXANDER SAUNDERS 
News Editor 
- Stu dents heard about the ongoing 
prosecution of war criminals in Rwanda 
and one student's experience in that 
troubled region in a presentation Sept. 3. 
The talk, called "Prosecuting Genocide: 
A Law Student's Summer Experience at 
the ICT for Rwanda," was given by Jared 
Fishman, 3L, and sponsored by the In­
ternational Rule of Law Center, the In­
ternational Law Society, and GW Am­
nesty International and held in Stuart 
Hall. 
Fishman described his experience at 
the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda and his work in "a country that 
is still deeply traumatized." He said the 
Tribunal has had mixed success. 
It is plagued by criticisms of ineffi­
ciency and bureaucracy stemming from 
the fact that many of those accused have 
remained in prison for nine years with­
out a trial, he said. The Tribunal's most 
important function, Fishman said, was 
its ability to serve as the voice for the vic­
tims and allow those who survived the 
ordeal to "tell their story." 
"Is the Tribunal the most effective 
voice for the people? No. Is it a voice for 
the people? Yes." One major ethical is­
sue for Fishman was the political pres­
sures involved in the process. "Whose 
justice are you enforcing?" he asked rhe­
torically. Because many of those in the 
current Rwandan government are Tutsis, 
there is a great reluctance to prosecute 
Tutsis who have also been accused of 
wrongdoing during the conflict. Fishman 
also described the historical background 
that led to the war and genocide in 
Rwanda during 1994 and 1995. 
After years of Belgian colonial rule 
that included racist policies that distin­
guished between the two tribes, the gov­
ernment left the continent, leaving a large 
amount of resources to the Hutus, who 
comprised approximately 85 percent of 
the population of Rwanda. In 1993, the 
Arusha accords shifted power between 
the Hutus and 
Tutsis. mmmmmmmm—mamm 
A presiden­
tial assassination in 
1993 and emerging 
extremist elements 
led to a hostile en­
vironment that 
eventually led to 
what Fishman 
called the "the 
most efficient mass 
murder in history." 
During a 
five-month period 
between 1994 and 
1995, between 
500,000 and 1 mil­
lion people were 
m a s s a c r e d .  " O n e  • " ^  
of the most star­
tling things is that most of the killing hap­
pened with machetes, knives and some 
with guns," Fishman said. 
The International Criminal Tribu­
nal for Rwanda was formed in order to 
deal with these crimes. The Tribunal con­
sists of various religious and government 
leaders from various national, ethnic, re­
ligious and racial groups. Fishman ap­
plied to this tribunal, and after several in­
terviews, he was given the option of work­
ing at one of two locations: the Judge's 
Chamber or the Office of the Prosecutor. 
"I really wanted to work at the Of­
fice of the Prosecutor because I felt that 
this would give me the best chance of 
actually going to Rwanda. The actual lo­
cation of the proceedings are in Arusha, 
Tanzania." Fishman said that this evinces 
the International Criminal Court's ten­
dency to marginalize Rwanda and the 
Court's "disconnect" from Rwanda. 
His tasks in-
volved some of 
the familiar work 
associated with 
preparing a case, 
like presenting 
briefs to the 
Court. But his 
most challenging 
task came as he 
collected witness 
s t a t e m e n t s .  
Fishman traveled 
t h r o u g h o u t  
Rwanda hearing 
first-hand about 




shown during the 
presentation, there was one that was par­
ticularly shocking. As part of his task of 
compiling testimony, he visited several 
areas which held the remains of the vic­
tims of the genocide. Hundreds of skulls 
piled on top of each other lined the floor 
of a large room. Various bones and frag­
ments were also strewn about. Another 
vault held bodies, covered by tarps. 
Fishman's primary duty was to 
prosecute Ndindabahizi, a leader accused 
of masterminding and ordering these sys­
tematic killings. Ironically, Ndindabahizi 
got into power as a moderate finance 
As part of his task of 
compiling testimony, he 
visited several areas which 
held the remains of the 
victims of the genocide. 
Hundreds of skulls piled on 
top of each other lined the 
floor of a large room. 
Various bones and 
fragments were also strewn 
about. Another vault held 
bodies, covered by tarps. 
minister. Fishman noted that the 
Rwandan culture tends to listen to author­
ity. This served as an aggravating factor, 
as the villagers and farmers tended to fol­
low the orders of their leaders, even when 
it involved indiscriminate massacre. 
Many of the locals didn't have per­
manent addresses or telephones, making 
the task of finding specific people very 
difficult. But it wasn't difficult to find 
Tutsis who knew people who had been 
killed or Hutus who knew someone who 
murdered during the savage genocide that 
took place there nine years ago. 
Fishman encountered many ob­
stacles, including finding unbiased trans­
lators. On one occasion a translator re­
fused to help because he was a Hutu and 
was being asked to translate what he felt 
was an exaggerated account of the kill­
ing. The opposite situation would also 
occur. 
Fishman felt that one of the hard­
est things to do was to aggressively pur­
sue accuracy while remaining sympa­
thetic. 
"How do you question survivors?" 
Fishman asked. "It's difficult. On the one 
hand you want to verify facts but you have 
to be compassionate." Other problems he 
encountered were what he called "Gap-
filling" whereby witnesses would report 
details they couldn't have seen. 
Fishman ended his discussion by 
stressing that despite all of the atrocities, 
there was still "a light of humanity." He 
described a story of a wounded Tutsi who 
had been beaten and stabbed and was 
barely clinging to life when a Hutu nurse 
came to his aid. 
"It was great to see that a little bit 
of humanity does prevail at times," 
Fishman said. 
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Manatees Deserve To Die 
First there was ONE ( H E L ) L  .  
Then there was TWO 
(HEL)L. And finally, due 
to popular demand, Nota 
Bene is proud to bring you 
THREE (HEL)L. You'll 
laugh. You'll cry. After 
reading this for another 
year, you'll probably want 
to die. 
I must say that, so far, 
the old adage about law 
school remains true to its 
words: law school will scare you to death 
the first year, work you to death the sec­
ond year, and bore you to death the third 
year. Law school has been one "hell" of 
a ride these past two years. 
But this year appears to have a glim­
mer of hope. I'm taking a lighter course 
load. And by fighter, I mean taking such 
cakewalk classes as Corporations, Federal 
Income Tax, Patent Law, and Dean's Fel­




not fight at all, but 
something seems 
different. Maybe 
it's the reduced 
anxiety that I had 
the first two years. I 
know what to ex­
pect from profes­
sors. I'm not afraid 
of the Socratic 
Method - or pass­
ing when called 
upon in class. I 
know what I'm do­
ing after gradua­
tion. All that's left 
is passing the Bar. 
And that shouldn't be too difficult con­
sidering that I have maintained a rela­
tively strong attendance record at Bar 
Reviews for two years now, and I'm not 
about to stop now. 
Things have definitely changed 
since I first set foot on GW's campus. The 
law school has added the E Building and 
Stuart Hall. The Hard and Soft Lounges 
have expanded and been renovated. The 
e-mail system and Internet server are new. 
We also have wireless Internet capabili­
ties. 
But despite these changes, one thing 
has remained the same: GW students can 
still complain about this school to no end. 
From Internet worms to a failing firewall 
program to an awful e-mail system, the 
school's technology has taken two steps 
backwards. The fist could go on, but all 
you have to do this year is sit in one of 
the lounges for 15 minutes to hear the 
myriad of complaints. 
Speaking of the lounges, something 
dramatic - and rather disturbing - has 
occurred this year. The lLs think that 
the lounges are primarily used for study­
ing. This notion is not just wrong, but 
immoral. Throughout the long, presti­
gious history of the Hard and Soft 
Lounges, no student ever truly thought 
to use these spaces for academic purposes. 
Sure, people would open their books, but 
that was done to show that they were 
making a good faith effort to study. These 
lounges are meant for socializing, social 
"studying," and eating. Serious study­
ing is for the library or classrooms. No 
one should ever feel bad for speaking in 
their normal tone of voice while hanging 
out in the lounges. For those serious 
studiers who remain in the lounges, 3Ls 
and 1 will be walking around and hand­
There is a simple reason 
for the lack of 
documentation on the 
manatees' environmental 
value: seas cows are 
worthless. To me and 
most respected scientists, 
they are just like land 
cows. Besides food, what 
good do they provide us? 
ing out demerits - and 
you don't want those -
to all of you violators. 
So don't let me or any 
3L catch you! 
Before I arrived 
back on campus and 
noticed all these 
changes, I had spent my 
summer enjoying the 
good fife. Two high­
lights of my vacation 
were seeing Jerry 
Seinfeld in the Kennedy 
Center and partying to, 
at, and from a Jimmy Buffett concert. 
One of my friends, however, told me a 
disturbing fact about Buffett. Apparently, 
some of the proceeds from his concerts 
go towards his "Saving the Manatees" 
campaign. What on earth is he think­
ing? I just don't know. My friend hope­
lessly tried to convince me about the sig­
nificance of the manatee, or sea cow. Af­
ter a futile search on the Internet for in­
formation on the 
manatees' impor­
tance in the ecosys­
tem, she gave me a 
few weak arguments 
as to why manatees 
should not become 
extinct: (1) mana­
tees promote tour­
ism in Florida and 
(2) they inspire 
young people to be­
come marine biolo­
gists. Her logic is 
completely flawed. 
There is a 
simple reason for the 
lack of documenta­
tion on the manatees' environmental 
value: seas cows are worthless. To me 
and most respected scientists, they are just 
like land cows. Besides food, what good 
do they provide us? None. In fact, land 
cows pollute our atmosphere with meth­
ane gas. I'm sure sea cows pollute the 
sea in a similar fashion. This world could 
actually be a better place without them. 
Moreover, no sane person goes to 
Florida just to see the manatees; there are 
other and better reasons to visit. Any loss 
of the manatee would result in an insig­
nificant loss of tourism. Conversely, their 
extinction could also increase tourism 
because the water quality would purer 
and the sea much clearer. Snorkeling 
would increase, fish would taste better, 
and parents will feel better that their chil­
dren are safer now that the sea's chief 
polluter has been exterminated. 
Even the marine biologist argument 
mostly fails. The only reason a manatee 
would cause people to become marine 
biologists would be so that they could try 
to figure out what purpose this disease-
ridden, polluting animal could serve. 
That is a waste of these people's time, 
valuable government research money, and 
paper. 
For these reasons and more, there­
fore, the manatee - or plague-infested, 
environmentally-retarded sea cow -
should die and go to Hell. The case 
against this beast is quite simple. I wel­
come all responses. Please send your asi-
nine rebuttals to nota 
bene@law.gwu.edu. Until next week, 
maim the manatee (for God's and our 
children's sake, PLEASE!!!). 
Features Edit or Erik Baptist can be 




My Mens Rea 
Here I sit, in the su per-cool 
new Soft Lounge with 
my super-cool new 
wireless card in my 
laptop, and for some 
ungodly reason, it has 
decided to not work to­
day. I'm rather frus­
trated and would like to 
stomp up and down on 
that little hunk of faulty 
circuitry. 
But, on a semi-spiritual level, I think 
I have sympathy for my wireless card. I 
like its attitude; I don't want to work any­
more either. I mean, I'm a third-year law 
student, so I'm now in the supposedly use­
less year of law school - the one all of 
my post-law school friends say was a 
waste of time and money. Not only that, 
I also go to my semester job two days a 
week, where.. .well, let's just say that I am 
working down the hall from my own re­
placement. This is not a good thing. 
So, having gone through all the fear 
of my first year and all the work of my 
second year, I now sit in the soft lounge, 
and, like my wireless card, I think I'm 
going to stop working too. For good. 
(With apologies to my professors -1 hon­
estly hold you in the highest regard). No 
more reading - I've got enough commer­
cial and friends' outlines to cover me. No 
more studying — I get the same grade ei­
ther way. No more trying to please the 
"powers that be" at work - I know I do 
quality work and don't have to prove 
myself to anyone. 
Having made this lifestyle choice, I 
realize I am about to have a lot of time 
on my hands, so I'm going to start enjoy­
ing my last year of law school in ways-
that I could have never dreamed of over 
the last two years. What kinds of leisure 
activities will I engage in for my last year 
at G.W. Law School? 
1. I'm going to organize a GW Law 
Kickball League. Games will go on all 
day long in the quad. Players will be cho­
sen for either the "Petitioner" or "Respon­
dent" team by a coin toss upon their ar­
rival. From then on, players rotate into 
and out of the game as they come and go 
before, after, and between classes. There 
will be a $5 entrance fee each game day, 
and the winning team will get kegs and 
pizza on the patio. 
2. I'm going to set up a Fantasy 1L 
game for the Dean's Fellows. All the work 
they do should be re­
warded with a little fun at 
the expense of those less 
fortunate. Points will be 
gained and lost based on 
academic merit, level of 
cutthroat behavior, ner­
vous breakdowns, and 
journal/moot court place­
ment. 
3. I will be opening 
either a diner or martini 
bar at the big bar/desk 
thing between the hard lounge and soft 
lounge (liquor licensing issues pending). 
4. I'll create 1L beauty contests 
(male and female - I'm not a sexist). 
Though, this is really just a ploy to get all 
those super-cute 1L girls into one room 
with me and get all the allegedly cute guys 
into a room with certain friends of mine. 
I know I'll never talk to those 1L girls any 
other way. There'll be swimsuit compe­
tition, but the contestants still have to 
carry their Civil Procedure books with 
them. 
5. I will get some geeky computer-
type friends of mine to hack into the web 
portal and turn it into a large gambling 
pool, online Unreal Tournament, and 
pornography Website. I mean, this is 
what people want to see on the internet 
anyway; I say feed the starving masses. 
I think these leisure activities, 
among others, will suffice to fill the hours 
of my days while not putting forth any 
responsible effort at school. I would spend 
it all on the Internet, shopping for use­
less junk on E-bay, and finding out use­
less information about famous people on 
the Smoking Gun, but my wireless card 
still isn't working... 
Just now, however, after what I 
thought was another futile attempt to 
connect to the Web, the thing actually got 
back into gear. So, while I'm taking philo­
sophical lifestyle advice from inanimate 
objects, I guess that perhaps I, too, should 
get to work from time to time. 
Thus, as I get back to reading for 
classes (I hope my professors have read 
this far to see my redemption), I regret 
that I won't get to engage in the more 
amusing activities I've stated here today. 
Then again, if anyone wants to play 
kickball for beer out in the quad this 
school year, let me know - I'm game. 
Reach Opinions Editor Chris 
McClintock at cmcclintock@law.gwu.edu 
Interested in Writing for the next 
edition of the Nota Bene? 
We are looking for News, Features, 
and Opinions Writers 
No Experience Necessary; lLs 
Welcome 
If interested, send an e-mail to 
notabene@law.gwu.edu 
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Popular D.C. Band Says 
Farewell 
The Dismemberment Plan Hangs Up Thier 
Guitars For The Last Time 
BY PETE BROMAGHIM 
Staff Writer 
heart. 
Given the high energy of the mu-
A, , , , , . sic, a Plan show always had the potential good local band is never c . . „ , ° , . ,. of turning into an all-out dance party, easy to come by, especially c . .... , , , Sometimes it didn t happen; some crowds in the District. While the „ ^ ^ . , ' • „ „ , , , . • . • . • , were content to, as the band put it, Do DC. scene has had its periodic bright ., , ... „ „ . . ^ r r , the Standstill. But on most occasions, spots over the last few years, the lights ,. ,, . , , , „ , ,. , - „. , . , the dive would slowly turn into a club full dimmed on one of Washington s own on , 
T u r-> . n ™ of dancing wallflowers who may not have Labor Day at the 9:30 Club. The Dis- , , J , . , „, , realized they were having so much fun 
memberment Plan, simply the Plan to ... . t , .... , 
c , . . , until work the next day. When good fans, hung up their Taxation Without • , , . , . „ „ • „ , • ,, music leads to a good time, well, that s a 
Representation -tagged guitar on Mon- , • , c . ' . . . .  .  .  ,  g o o d  t h i n g  -  a  s i m p l e  f o r m u l a  t h a t  c r e -day night after a triumphant ten-year run. . , , . ° r T . ~ . . , ,„ . ated some great shows and some mcred-Before I dust off their shelf m the ,, , , r „ , T, lbly devoted fans, upper echelon of rock stardom, I have to -n_ r-. t_ „ .... . . _. , ' The Dismemberment Plan had the 
say that the Dismemberment Plan is not , .. . . , .... . ,. „ . uncanny ability to make you feel like they 
really that different from most . . ™ , , , . , , _ . , were your band. That sounds trite; sure, 
hardworking bands out there. Consider , . . , , .. . , . , , ., , , . „ everyone has their band that no one has 
a quick-abndged history for you library , , c . . , . J J J ever heard of, or that one time when Jor-
typeS' dan or Joey 
The band was looking 
releasing ^couple The Dismemberment Plan had right at you 
albums on tiny the uncanny ability to make 
D C. label DeSoto you feel like they were your Go Girl." But 
Records. Finding * tv, rv 
limited success in band. That sounds trite; sure, me uismem-umirea success in .... berment Plan 
the region, in large everyone has their band that achieved 
part from extensive ^ heard of Or something 
touring, they begin •" different thev 
referring to them- that one time when Jordan or were genu-
selves in the third jQey wag l00king right at you inely fan-
person (The Dis- J 6 s J T, 
memberment Plan is during "Please Don 7 Go Girl." ^ | f ™ 
Terrified), albeit But the Dismemberment Plan was because 
Sudden"''nextTig- achieved something different: ^^were^av-
thing" buzz brings they were genuinely fan- Sr^ndTng 
a brush with ma- friendly. kind of guys" 
jor-label glory ' or the fact that 
when Interscope they hung ou{ 
offers them a deal, only to drop the Plan after shQws fQ ^ tQ any oW friends or 
in a merger fallout. The band humbly new converts m attendance. whatever it 
returns to DeSoto, recording 1999 s Enter- wa«. unlike otherbands> they actually ap. 
gency & I on Interscope's dime, a landmark peared approachable and interested in tbe 
album that receives widespread acclaim opmlons of tbdr listeners 
d u r i n g  
"Please Don't 
from even the Lester Bangs-types of the Consider the band's website, which 
music industry. They unsuspectingly land nQt Qnly access tQ their catalog> 
a slot opening for Pearl Jam in Europe, ^ downloadable MP3s of eacb song-s 
then follow up Emergency & I with 2001 s mdlvlduaI parts as wdl) followed by some 
Change, another yearly top-ten list darling. words Qf encouragement for tech-sawy 
Despite critical praise and an ever-grow- fans tQ try tbdr band at remixing tbeir 
ing fan base, the band non-chalantly de- fayorite songs Tbe pian.s soon.to.be.re-
cides to pursue other interests, while leased fmal offering is a compilation of 
ffontman Travis Morrison hatches a solo the fepst of tbese remixes> appropriately 
project. I know what you're thinking- titJed Thg People>s His[ory of [he Dismem. 
this is the basic storyline of almost every berment Plan 
episode of Behind the Music. jn perbaps tbe most unique example 
Bands have to know that they're of fen interaction> at one fateful show 
often a bit of a cliche, but most don t seem iy[orrison yras discussing a lyric in the 
to understand that their music usually is perennial fan.favorite "The Ice of Bos-
as well. The Dismemberment Plan s ton" with the audience, reaching the con-
songs, on the other hand, while undent- cbjsjon tbat> bke the song's mention of 
ably poppy, were anything but ordinary. Qiadys Knight, he too would like to per-
Dodging those annoying genre labels (es- form wbb b;s own sort of back-up Pips, 
pecially the dreaded emo tag), the band resub was a tradition that would 
drew just as much from popular rap or bfgbiigbt future shows - an exodus of 
old Motown as they did fiom their rock horn-rimmed, retro-T clad kids climbing 
brethren. Throw in a gifted lyricist with Qn sjage> for that song only, to yell along, 
a unique sing-songy delivery, a rhythm sbake their suburban thing, and be a rock 
section from hell, freakish time signatures, star for tbe mjnute The Plan wannabes 
some fuzzy keyboards, a few goofy ef- crammed the stage for the last time on 
fects, and a bit of perfectionism to that K4ondayi a fitting end for a talented 
mix, and the results simultaneously Wasbington band. 
dropped your jaw and tugged at your 
Updating, Loaning 
Computers, Wireless, and 
More 
Update Your machine! 
This tip is in re­
sponse to a plea from 
the overwhelmed 
technology staff: 
because the bottoms of what used to be 
called "laptops" have 
EI JZABETH AUSTERN burned some users' 
laps. Those pesky ma­
chines can get really 
hot. So, everyone is en-
The Tech Junkie 
In case you didn't notice the bright couraged to call their portable comput-
orange signs in the library or the overall ers "notebooks" instead. The tip here is 
slowness of everything school and com- "don't use your computer on your lap." 
puter-related, the Blaster worm virus has 
hit the school's network hard. The sad Wireless Networking 
part is that this mess could have been 
completely avoided. It is increasingly New feature: the classrooms in 
important that everyone keep their Stuart hall have wireless access, 
computer's operating system and virus Problem: only people with CISCO 
protection updated. wireless cards can log on to the new ac-
Operating system updates and vi- cess points. Other cards can access the 
rus updates are separate; it is a two-step historical areas (Stockton 1st floor 
process: lounges, Library 2nd floor), plus SL1 in 
1. For anti-virus software and other Burns. Most lLs and people clever 
technical help, go to http:// enough to buy the cards last year will have 
128.164.132.15/libserv/burnshelp/ the Cisco cards (don't bitch at me, I 
index.asp bought a non-Cisco card myself). If 
2. To update Windows, go to you're not buying a notebook computer 
http: / / v4.windowsupdate. through the school, you can't get the $15 
microsoft.com/en/default.asp discount the lLs are getting for the Cisco 
cards. 
Cisco Aironet 350 cards retail new 
No Loaner Computers or Cable Locks practically everywhere computer equip­
ment is sold for $115; or used from E-bay 
There are a few clouds with a silver (for example) for around $75. 
lining. Clouds: All of the library's loaner Directions on setting up wireless 
notebook computers were stolen this sum- networking are at http-.// 
m e r .  B e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  f i r s t  t h e y  b r o k e  w w w . l a w . g w u . e d u  /  c o m p u t i n g /  
into the cabinet and stole the Dells and guide_connect_b.pdf. 
IBMs, and then they came back later and 
stole the (even more ancient) Macs (see Timed Out or Blocked? 
related story). Silver lining: The laptops 
will be replaced with newer models if the Due to problems with email viruses, 
staff can make sure the new ones won't since late spring semester the school has 
be stolen. The library is now using the blocked the part of the network that al-
cable locks to anchor the remaining lows people to send email from, for ex-
equipment, so there are no cable locks ample, a mail-reader like Oudook. When 
available for loan for a few weeks. sending mail over the school's network, 
Keep an eye like a hawk on your you must use Webmail. This will affect 
notebook computer - chances are good everyone sending e-mail to almost any-
that the person or persons who stole the where - whether you are using your 
school's computers will be scavenging for school email account or not. This will 
some students' machines. not be a problem if you are connected to 
Another silver lining: the library the Internet anywhere outside of the 
staff will be installing new anchors in the school's network. This ban will probably 
lower levels of the library to make secur- not be lifted anytime soon, so students 
ing cable-locked notebooks easier. If you will either have to use Webmail or send 
are nervous to wait for the library to get e-mails from home using their own ISR 
new cable locks, they are available from (For the three of you with your own per-
the bookstore for $50, or online for un- sonal e-mail servers at home, the 
der$25. workaround is to change the mail port, 
but none of you need to be told that.) 
Too Hot To Hold! As a new security measure Webmail 
will kick off anyone who doesn't refresh 
What's with this "notebook com- for 30 minutes, so you may need to re-log 
puter" nonsense? Computer manufactur- on periodically if you are working on 
ers, Dell in particular, have been sued something long over email (like a brief). 
Solutions -
Don't Cheat 
Name That Case Answers 
1L: Johnson v. Mcintosh, Chief 
Justice John Marshall (1823). 
2L: Regina v. Faulkner, Ireland 
Court of Crown Cases Reserved (1877). 
3L: Buck v. Bell, Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes (1927). 
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FEATURES 
Summer Lovin' 
I "t's been al most three .weeks now 
and the newness of 
returning to school is 
starting to wear thin. 
Classes are becom­
ing predictable; you 
probably have even 
already picked out 
your gunners and 
plotted your bingo 
board with their 
faces. People have stopped asking "how 
was your summer?" and then pretending 
to care for the requisite five seconds be­
fore rushing off to greet some other old 
section mate. Maybe, just maybe, you've 
even managed to break away from your 
old clique and make some new friends— 
g-d forbid! 
If you're a 2L, you've likely sur­
vived your first (or 25th) interview and 
all the incredibly informative FIP pro­
grams. If you're a 1L, there's a possibil­
ity you're beginning to realize that it's not 
necessary to highlight your book with five 
different colors and brief each and every 
case and read your High Courts© case 
summaries and Glannon/Glannon/who­
ever else writes Examples and Explanations 
before each and every class even though 
all those informative Planet Law School 
Confidential Guidebooks told you that's 
exactly what you should be doing. You 
may have even gotten your wireless con­
nection up and running so you can I.M. 
•your new-found best friends on -your in­
expensive, highest quality, mandatory 
Dells. And, if you 're a 3L, you 're too 
bored or dismissive to be reading this col­
umn anyway. 
It's amazing how quickly we all get 
caught up in our little law school universe, 
obsessed with our work and cliques and 
gossip and stupid law school jokes that 
make even our law school friends want 
to disown us. So before the weather gets 
any worse - that is, it goes from wet to 
wet and freezing cold -1 thought I'd take 
you on a little journey back to this sum­
mer. 
I spent part of my summer partici­
pating in the International Human Rights 
Program at Oxford, which was nothing 
short of phenomenal. Of course, given 
that it was a program full of law school 
students, it was also cliquey, gossipy, and 
SARAH HENSLEY 
Sexless In The City 
overly concerned 
with who's sleeping 
with whom. C'est la 
vie. I might also men­
tion that there were 
about 10 guys in the 
program and 70 girls 
This was an interest­
ing dynamic. Some 
of us figured out right 
away that it wasn't a 
good idea to "get in­
volved with" a fellow 
program member. Some of us did not 
(1 Ls let this be a lesson to you: don't hook 
up within your section! Everyone will 
know. You should have figured out that 
this was high school all over again when 
they gave you your shared locker.) 
Now, if you read my column last 
year, or if you've talked to me for any 
length of time, you may have figured out 
that I was a bit of a cynic when it came 
to the whole relationship thing, and es­
pecially when it came to relationships at 
the law school. I was impressed with the 
couples (and there are some, mostly mar­
ried or living together) that thrived after 
a year or more of school. Still, I figured 
I didn't have the time or desire for all that 
anyway (you see, I read those how to sur­
vive law school books too) so I decided 
to "date" like a man, or, more accurately, 
a 21-year-old frat boy. In other words, 
I'd be a self-centered, shallow, live for the 
moment type chick. Who needed "feel­
ings" when there was Bar Review? 
Given ail this, you can imagine my \ 
surprise when 1 fell in "love" one beauti­
ful Oxford night. I met the perfect 
guy...or at least my perfect guy, I have a 
list of qualifications, you know, and he 
met like 97% (I didn't ask him how he 
takes his coffee). He was the perfect 
gentleman, a fabulous dancer, and just 
plain hot. We talked until dawn. Liter­
ally. Then we said goodbye, and I'll never 
see him again. 
So, yeah, I'm still single. But at 
least I got my hope back. 
I learned a lot last year and this 
summer, but mostly I learned that you 
have to be true to who you are. And I 
am not a 21-year-old frat boy. I kind of 
sucked at that role anyway. 
Kobe for Governor? 
BY RODNEY ZWAHLEN 
Staff Writer 
T l : 
Reach columnist Sarah Hensley at 
shensely@law.gwu. edu 
Name That Case 
Try Your Luck Guessing These Famous Cases 
Level 1 (1L): Cowboys and Indi­
ans 
"The exclusion of all other Euro­
peans, necessarily gave to the nations 
making the discovery the sole right of 
acquiring the soil from the natives, and 
establishing settlements upon it." 
Hint: Colonial Property 
Level 2 (2L): Pirates of the Carib­
bean 
"The prisoner, a seaman, was con­
victed of feloniously, unlawfully, and 
maliciously setting fire to a ship. Testi­
mony indicated that he entered the hold 
for the purpose of stealing rum from the 
cargo. He bored a hole in the cask and 
then, after removing some rum, at­
tempted to plug it. During this opera­
tion he was holding a lighted match, with 
the result that somehow the rum caught 
fire and the ship was completely de­
stroyed." 
Hint: Criminal Intent. 
Level 3 (Everyone else): Who 
sounds like an imbecile now! 
"It is better for all the world, if in­
stead of waiting to execute degenerate 
offspring for crime, or to let them starve 
for their imbecility, society can prevent 
those who are manifestly unfit from con­
tinuing their kind. The principle that sus­
tains compulsory vaccination is broad 
enough to cover cutting the Fallopian 
tubes. Three generations of imbeciles is 
enough." 
Hint: The Common Law. 
Answers on page 7 
hings in California are bad, 
and I mean really bad. Cin 
cinnati Bengals bad. Maybe 
even Detroit Tigers bad. Things are so 
bad that I recently heard California Gov­
ernor Gray Davis admit that he made 
mistakes during his governorship and 
promise that if the voters allowed him to 
stay in office after the Oct. 7 recall elec­
tion, he would do much better. Gov. 
Davis admitting that he made mistakes 
is no less shocking than Bill Clinton ad­
mitting he had sexual relations with 
Monica Lewinsky. 
Many people have described the 
California recall election as a "circus" or 
a "joke," but I 
prefer to refer to 
it as "one of the 
better opportu­
nities in the his­
tory of Califor­




spend 24 hours 
a day speculat­
ing rampantly 
about who will 
be the next per­




Joses the election.' 
he went to church four times a week when 
he was a boy, and I am sure there was a 
basketball court nearby. But really, who 
is a more appropriate candidate than a 
man who has affairs with women half his 
age? And by the way, why does Arnold 
Schwarzenegger get away with having 
orgies while people like Condit and 
Clinton get tossed out of office for simi­
lar actions? Arnold's excuse is that he 
never planned on running for political 
office, so he did not conduct his life in 
accordance with the standards expected 
of a politician. That seems to me a good 
enough reason to reject his candidacy. I 
do not want to vote for someone who ad­
justs his morals based on his current ca­
reer choice. 
3. Kobe Bryant, guard, Los Ange­
les Lakers. If, 
as 
She is a proponent of a flat tax, 
smaller government, and 
reduced spending. And sure, 
she has already worked in 
southern California as a 
broadcast news reporter, sales 
executive, and marketing 
manager. But do not vote for 
Brooke Adams because of those 
reasons. Vote for her because 
she is hot. 
Speaking of the 24-hour cable news 
channels, is it just me or does it seem like 
Fox News, CNN, and company have be­
come nothing more than glorified tab­
loids? Especially during the daytime, they 
report on anything, as long as it is live 
and includes video of somebody with the 
last name "Schwarzenegger." 
While I am at it, there is one more 
television complaint that I need to get off 
my chest: ESPN should immediately dis­
continue "Playmakers," its so-called 
"original entertainment" program. I 
refuse to watch the show for two reasons: 
(1)1 consider myself an ESPN purist and 
therefore refuse to stray from my time-
tested diet of SportsCenter, NFL Prime 
Time, and College GameDay; and (2) I 
have already seen every scene in every 
show just by watching the previews dur­
ing the commercial breaks of my favorite 
ESPN shows. 
Below are my top five choices for 
California governor. They are all Cali­
fornia residents who are athletes or in­
volved with sports, but only one of them 
is actually a candidate, and I gave her the 
top slot just to show I am serious about 
my picks. 
5. Donald Sterling, owner, Los 
Angeles Clippers. Over the past 21 years, 
the Clippers have the worst record in the 
NBA, have posted only one winning sea­
son, and have twice as many wins as 
losses. But according to Forbes.com, the 
Clippers' operating profit in 2002 more 
than doubled the NBA average and the 
value of the team has appreciated from 
$12.5 million to $205 million since Ster­
ling became the owner. There is no bet­
ter man than Sterling to bring California 
out of its $38 billion deficit. 
4. Gary Condit, former point 
guard, Little Rock Church youth basket­
ball team. Okay, I don't know if Condit 
ever played basketball, but I do know that 
Madonna 
says, any press 
is good press, 







ants. The only 
reason I placed 
Bonds before 
Kobe is that it 




spond to reporters' questions than watch­
ing Kobe respond to them. Can you 
imagine the look on Bonds's [editor's 
note: this is the correct possessive accord­
ing to Strunk and White] face the first 
time a reporter asks him about some al­
leged sexual indiscretion in the past? He 
would probably declare a strike against 
the press and refuse to speak with them, 
which, come to think of it, would make 
him very similar to another steroid-, er, 
supplement-, using candidate. 
1. Brooke Adams, former cheer­
leader, Huntington Beach High School, 
Huntington Beach, Calif. Adams is the 
only person on my list who is actually on 
the recall ballot, which has absolutely 
nothing to do with why she is first on my 
list. She is my top pick for one reason: 
she is the most beautiful candidate for 
public office ever. Mary Bono might be 
close, but Brooke is the clear winner. 
Sure, Brooke is a 25-year old with fresh 
ideas and a lot of energy. She is a propo­
nent of a flat tax, smaller government, 
and reduced spending. And sure, she has 
already worked in southern California as 
a broadcast news reporter, sales execu­
tive, and marketing manager. But do not 
vote for Brooke Adams because of those 
reasons. Vote for her because she is hot. 
You can research Brooke on her web site 
(www.brookeforgovernor.com), which 
includes some of the most stunning head 
shots on the web. Brooke Adams is no 
Anna Kournikova; she is going to win. 
My campaign check is in the mail, so 
please follow my lead and send Brooke 
your campaign contributions either 
through her web site or to Committee to 
Elect Brooke Adams, 7 Costa del Sol, 
Dana Point, CA 92629. 
With Brooke in office, maybe things 
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OPINIONS 
Three Cheers for U.S. Unilateralism 
BY GUALBERTO GARCIA JONES 
Staff Writer 
I ndia, Turkey, and Pakistan hinted this week that they would contribute troops to the 
forces in Iraq if there were a UN resolu­
tion allowing it. The importance of ac­
quiring military reinforcements from 
these countries is twofold: first, it would 
allow for a Muslim police force to ease 
cultural tensions with the current occu­
pation forces, and second, it would re­
lieve the United States of some of the 
111111 burden of rebuilding Iraq, one that the 
U. S. military post-Clinton cannot sup-
llllll Port f°r more than six months. 
The Bush administration estimates 
111111 that rebuilding Iraq will require U.S. in-
mm volvement for at least another 18 months. 
Thus, we are left with the dilemma of 
asking the UN for permission to do some-
111111 thing that it adamantly disapproved of 
iciccc and effectively blocked only six months 
icicic ago. Meanwhile, President Bush an-
111 i nounced after a meeting with Secretary 
c c c c c c of State Colin Powell that he will seek 
... . authorization from the UN for interna-
111111 tional forces. However, ever quick to lend 
a z c c 3 a a hand, French and German leaders have 
ccccccdemanded UN and not U.S. leaders for 
aaaaaaany international the military force. 
President George Bush, Sr. was 
www wrong to go to the UN 12 years ago, 
11 I f H President G. W. Bush was wrong to go 
to the UN six months ago, and he is 
wrong to go to the UN for help now. 
On Sept. 11, 1990, exactly eleven 
^ years before the nefarious attack by A1 
Qaida on American soil, then President 
P George Bush, Sr. delivered his famous 
New World Order speech to rally support 
for the first Gulf War. Bush said, "A new 
partnership of nations has begun, and we 
stand today at a unique and extraordi­
nary moment. The crisis in the Persian 
Gulf, as grave as it is, offers a rare oppor­
tunity to move toward a historic period 
of cooperation. Out of these troubled 
times ... a New World Order can emerge." 
In the mind of Bush, Sr. the post-
Cold War era of international relations 
would take a path similar to that taken 
after WWI; whereas after WWI the world 
united under the League of Nations, af­
ter the cold war, the world would unite 
under the United Nations. Evidently 
Bush, Sr. wasn't thinking of General 
Smuts's epitaph to the League of Nations 
when he made his New World Order 
speech. Smuts wrote, "What was 
everybody's business in the end proved 
to be nobody's business. Each one looked 
to the other to take the lead, and the ag­
gressors got away with it." In other 
words, multilateralism resulted in aggres­
sors getting away with murder. 
Ironically, the first Gulf War would 
be a presage of what was to come, al­
though it would follow the Smuts rather 
than the Bush vision. The weakness of 
the UN-led New World Order was proven 
quickly as the United Nations pressured 
the United States out of doing the right 
thing in the first Gulf War, namely, elimi­
nating a clear source of world instability 
and liberating a suffering people from a 
genocidal dictator. Margaret Thatcher 
writes that "Saddam Hussein 'got away 
with it' while President Bush and I were 
writing our memoirs." 
The inability of the UN to lead to a 
decisive military outcome was also seen 
in Somalia. In 1992, Bush, Sr. authorized 
up to 30,000 U.S. troops to protect food 
supplies in famine-ravaged Somali. In 
1993, the UN took control of the 5,000 
U.S. troops serving in Somalia. By Octo­
ber of 1993, the UN had pulled out of 
Somalia, leaving the country arguably 
worse off than it found it and leaving 30 
U.S. soldiers killed and 175 wounded. 
Another UN failure was the Croat-
Muslim conflict arising in the fall of 1991. 
The United States had argued that be­
cause Yugoslavia was a European prob­
lem, the European countries should solve 
it. Not surprisingly, the lackluster lead­
ership of Germany and France did noth­
ing. Finally, the issue was resolved in 
1995 when European diplomacy was 
abandoned in favor of NATO bombing 
in support of the Croat-Muslim forces. 
Perhaps the most notorious ex­
ample of UN failure came in 1999 when 
NATO had to act without UN authori­
zation in Kosovo to stop ethnic cleans­
ing because the Security Council would 
not pass a re solution. 
Conversely, when the United States 
has acted unilaterally in the past decades, 
it has achieved resounding success. The 
first example of our generation is the Cold 
War. When the United States 
unapologetically ran the Soviet Union 
into the ground, it did so without the help 
of France, Germany, China, or any other 
socialist European government. In fact, 
the very existence of President Chirac and 
Chancellor Schroeder is a testament to 
U.S. unilateralism - both nations might 
otherwise be Soviet puppets today. An­
other example is South Korea where the 
only thing that stands between the oppres­
sion of North Korea and the prosperity 
of South Korea is U.S. unilateralism. 
So why does the UN not work to 
resolve the world's problems and create 
a 'New World Order'? The answer is seen 
in the organization of our own govern­
ment, in which the executive power is 
vested in the president, who is the sole 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces. 
The Founders did this because they knew 
that decisive action was necessary in mili­
tary action. In matters of war, the 
Founders used one idea - unilateralism. 
And they demanded unilateralism for 
good reason. Imagine giving control of 
U.S. forces to Chirac, to Vladimir Putin, 
or to the Chinese Communist Party. 
That is essentially what allowing the 
UN Security Council to take control of 
military operations in Iraq would do. It 
would allow Chirac, a man who tried to 
sell a nuclear reactor to Saddam Hussein 
and had no compunction in doing exten­
sive business with him while Hussein eth­
nically cleansed his country of Shiites, to 
have a say in how our men and women 
live and die in Iraq. It would allow the 
former head of the KGB and a man also 
willing to deal (in oil and weapons) with 
Hussein to wield veto power over how 
our men and women live and die in Iraq. 
It would allow, the repressive communist 
Chinese government, which commits 
countless human rights violations and is 
currently ethnically cleansing Tibet while 
storing its nuclear waste in that country, 
to have power over how our men and 
women live and die in Iraq. 
Putting our men and women, our 
brothers and sisters, under the control of 
such a gang is akin to military suicide. 
The United States should stop courting 
the United Nations. Instead, the United 
States should stop paying for Europe's 
defense, which depletes our fighting 
forces, so that when the United States 
acts, it does so efficiently, effectively, and 
for n ational interests and international 
stability. The American ideal is inextri­
cably tied to freedom. The United States 
should not look to others to legitimize 
what is universally right — freedom. 
Myopic Legal Eunuchs: 
BY PROF. JOHN F. BANZHAFF, III. 
Special to the Nota Bene 
Several people have asked me why 
in a recent article in the New York Times 
about the Law School I used the phrase 
"myopic legal eunuchs" in connection 
with members of the law faculty. The 
genesis of the phrase was a 1989 letter to 
the editor of the National Law Journal 
in which I wrote: 
"Prof. Mayer G. Freed of North­
western University School of Law justi­
fied his study of how many pages of law 
review articles faculty members at differ­
ent schools 'churned out' by asserting that 
'it's through publication that ideas are 
advanced.' (Law Schools: In the Race to 
Publish, at Least, Chicago Professors Are 
the Best," NLJ, Feb. 27.) But that's ex­
actly the kind of half-truth that keeps 
many of my colleagues legal eunuchs, 
unwilling to use (and incidentally to test) 
their legal abilities in the real world where 
they can advance the public good, rather 
than simply accumulate page counts and 
pad resumes. 
"Legal scholarship can ~ and 
should -- be expressed in many forms 
other than law review articles, including 
complaints and supporting memos in le­
gal actions, briefs amicus curiae, fillings 
before administrative agencies, and in 
testimony and proposals for new laws 
before legislative bodies. There, in the real 
marketplace of ideas, scholarship is not 
judged by law students who are as much 
in an ivory tower as their professors (See 
"Legal Scholarship: Is It Irrelevant?" 
NLJ, Jan. 9.) but rather by those quali­
fied to assess the value and relevance of 
the ideas in the real world of law, and to 
act on them if the schol­
arship is persuasive. 
"Unfortunately, 
many law schools ~ such 
as my own - place a much 
higher value on legal 
scholarship expressed in a 
law review article than in 
a brief, even if the latter 
not only wins the case, but 
actually establishes an im­
portant new principle of 
law. So long as this myo­
pia prevails, many law 
professors will be pres­
sured to ignore the opportunity (if not the 
moral obligation) to use their valuable 
legal skills in the most effective way, and 
continue to squander them on law review 
articles that are increasingly irrelevant to 
the real world." 
Several years later that phrase was 
misunderstood and misapplied in an ar­
ticle about me in the Washington Post 
that suggested that I "despised" law pro­
fessors who wrote law review articles. So 
I responded with a clarifying letter: 
"I don't 'despise' law professors 
who write law review articles, or call them 
all 'myopic legal eunuchs.' ["John 
Banzhaf's Public Interest," Style, July 23]. 
view articles myself. 
"What I said is that colleagues who 
think that such writing is the only way 
new legal ideas can be advanced are 'myo­
pic,' and that those who do nothing else 
are 'legal eunuchs unwilling 
to use their legal abilities in 
the real world where they 
can advance the public 
good.' I wrote that they 
should write for people 
'qualified to assess the value 
and relevance of the ideas 
in the real world of law, and 
to act on them if the schol­
arship is persuasive.' 
"Fortunately, many 
of my colleagues, conserva­
tive as well as liberal, have 
found that preparing con­
gressional testimony, writing legal briefs, 
etc. are often far more effective ways of 
presenting new legal ideas. Indeed, as the 
National Law Journal reported, law re­
view articles are becoming increasingly 
irrelevant to the real world of law." 
Sometime thereafter, the New York 
Times summarized one of my major 
points in an article entitled: LAW: AT 
THE BAR; Harvard Beats Yale, 1,436-
1,070! Touchdowns? No, Pages in the Big-
League Law Reviews, which said: "John 
F. B anzhaf of George Washington Uni­
versity (34th in faculty scholarship) com­
plained to The National Law Journal that 
measuring quality by quantity makes 'le-
Indeed, I've written a number of law re- gal eunuchs' of law professors, who 'sim­
ply accumulate page counts and pad re­
sumes' via law review articles that are 'in­
creasingly irrelevant to the real world.' A 
VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS." [em­
phasis added] 
Since then, as I told the New York 
Times, we've come a long way: "John 
Banzhaf, a professor of public interest law 
who has been at George Washington 
since 1968, praised [Dean] Young for 
encouraging legal scholarship while also 
stressing that the faculty do more than 
teach and write law review articles. 'Part 
of our public obligation is to talk to the 
general public,' said Mr. Banzhaf, who 
has been very visible in his pursuit of law­
suits related to the health effects from 
smoking and obesity. He credited [Dean] 
Young with moving the faculty away 
from being 'myopic legal eunuchs.'" [Ex­
ecutive Life; Business Lessons for a Law 
School C.E.O. 8/3/03], 
Although many of my colleagues 
are now doing more to make lasting and 
important changes in the law by helping 
bring (or at least plan) precedent-setting 
lawsuits and administrative proceedings, 
suggesting (or at least testifying on) leg­
islation, and doing a variety of other 
things, my guess is that the majority of 
their scholarly output still consists of law 
review articles that are increasingly irrel­
evant to legal practice and that rarely have 
a significant impact in the real world. It's 
too bad that more of that brilliance and 
hard work doesn't go into something 
more useful. 
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Just Tell it Like It Is 
* The only t h i n g  multilat­
eral about the Bush 
administration's for­
eign policy is the com­
munication plan that 
keeps finding new ways 
to mislead and over­
state. Colin Powell 
joined the embellish­
ment craze Friday in his 
GW address, at times 
sounding more like the Iraqi Information 
Minister than the U.S. Secretary of State. 
It's not that a unilateral approach 
is always wrong, but let's call a spade a 
spade. 
"Above all, the President's strategy 
is a strategy of partnerships," Powell ar­
gued. "It strongly affirms the vital role 
of the partnerships that we have through­
out the world — our partnership with 
NATO, our partnership with the United 
Nations and 




ated over the 




last week, it 
took the combined efforts of Powell and 
the military's Joint Chiefs of Staff to per­
suade Bush to seek a U.N. resolution au­
thorizing force against Iraq. Bush's strat­
egy would otherwise have ignored the 
United Nations. 
And our "precious alliances"? 
France and Germany, major allies in the 
first Gulf War, are sitting this one out. 
Even Mexico and Canada summoned the 
intestinal fortitude to reject U.S. foreign 
policy toward Iraq. 
Let's face it - if you can't get Canada 
to support you, then you're not even try­
ing. In the case of Mexico, whose presi­
dent was practically Bush's long-lost fra­
ternity brother when his term began, Bush 
dropped the ball like he dropped his dog. 
If the administration had actually 
BRANDON BR ISCOE 
Ex Cathedra 
Let's face it - if you can't get 
Canada to support you, then 
you're not even trying. In the 
case of Mexico... Bush dropped 
the ball like he dropped his dog. 
convinced itself that 
Iraq presented a real 
threat, then there's noth­
ing shameful about its 
unilateral action to pro­
tect the country when 
multilateralism would 
have taken too long. So 
why try to spin a clearly 
unilateral effort into 




Unfortunately, Powell practiced his 
truth-stretching skills on other topics as 
well. 
"Today, I would submit that U.S. re­
lations with China are the best they have 
been since President Nixon's first visit," 
Powell gushed. 
Oh come on. No one believes that, 
seeing as how we crash-landed a spy plane 






to Air Force One 
was filled with 
eavesdropping 
devices. This is 
not exactly a 
M a d o n n a -
Britney Spears relationship we have. 
To be clear, it's not that the Bush 
administration is serving up Whoppers on 
a Burger-King pace. It's doubtful officials 
are even lying per se. But the administra­
tion has demonstrated a dangerous habit 
of overstating its case and talking itself 
into things it shouldn't. 
When you're right, you're right. 
There's no need to embellish. 
"I believe we will see America vin­
dicated in the eyes of the world, speedily 
in our time, in the 21st century," Powell 
predicted. 
That, frankly, is all he had to say. 
Brandon Briscoe is the editor-in-chief of 
the Nota Bene. Reach him at 
bbriscoe@law.gwu. edu. 
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GW Law: Top in Internet Law, 
Bottom in Internet Connection 
Bv JEREMY MEDAVOY 
Staff Writer 
According to the U.S. News and World Report, GW's law school ranks second in 
Intellectual Property (IP) Law. The 
school also offers an L.L.M. program in 
IP law and has an Intellectual Property 
and Technology Academic Information 
Center. A significant part of the school's 
IP program involves computers and the 
Internet. In fact, the school offers courses 
in Computer Law and Internet Law. And 
the Intellectual Property and Technology 
Academic Information Center website 
boasts that it has an expertise in Internet 
regulation law. 
All this begs the question: if the 
school has such an expertise in IP, a ma­
jor component of which involves com­
puters, why has it so drastically screwed 
up the computer system on the second 
floor of Jacob Burns Law Library? Ac­
cording to Kimberli A. Morris, head of 
Electronic Services at Burns Library, the 
problem stems form the fact that they 
haven't upgraded the hardware yet. But 
rest assured students, Morris indicated 
that the service will be faster once they 
complete the upgrade. So, there's your 
answer. But, I still want my chance to 
vent. 
During my first two years of law 
school, I often used these computers to 
do various internet-related projects. But 
each time I attempt to use the computers 
this year, I want to gouge a sharp knife 
into my chest. The current internet ser­
vice is ridiculously slow. It is so slow that 
I prefer to use my dial-up connection 
from my home computer. I have studied 
at three foreign universities (Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, Haifa Univer­
sity and the American University in 
Cairo) in countries that we might de­
scribe as less developed than this, and 
they all had a better service than we have. 
In fact, I'll bet the Azerbaijan Culinary 
Institute has a faster connection than this 
law school. 
I am not alone in my frustration. 
Walk around the school's lounges and a 
majority of conversations will be focused 
on the library's computers. And if you 
MS 
want to hear the real frustration, listen to 
the students trying to use the computers. 
I saw a 1L girl push her chair in a frenzy 
and storm off screaming, "this is what 
we are paying for?!" My friend Alan 
Tauber attempted to pull his hair out 
while using the computers. Finally, I wit­
nessed one individual, who grabbed him­
self in his nether region while screaming, 
"enough is enough!" 
While some of what I write may be 
humorous, my intentions are not to make 
light of the situation. It is a very serious 
problem because the students here pay 
over $30,000 a year and that kind of 
money demands a more efficient internet 
service. I appreciate that Morris was 
honest and sincere about the problem and 
I appreciate her assurances for the future. 
But at the same time, school has started, 
my money has been paid, and I am not 
receiving the services that I am paying 
for. This is especially sad because stu­
dents, including myself, rely on those 
computers to accomplish school-related 
projects. For example, last week I used 
the computers to do a research assign­
ment for a professor that I work for. I 
could not complete the work - the pages 
simply would not load. I can't even check 
my GW email because waiting for the 
page to load takes as long as it takes my 
mom to prepare cous cous. Our money 
and our dignity demand more! 
So, what am I asking the school to 
do? How about starting by simply ac­
knowledging the problem and apologiz­
ing. My goodness, you would think the 
administration would have the decency 
to do that much. Simply post something 
on the portal acknowledging the problem 
and telling us when we might expect some 
relief (just don't check the portal from the 
second floor computers because you will 
never get there!). And after the acknowl­
edgment and apology, let's get to work 
on upgrading the hardware. Why the stall 
- did I stall with my payment? Perhaps 
to help speed up the problem, we should 
recruit some of our outstanding IP pro­
fessors for their help. After all, they do 
have an expertise in the internet. 










Two students, clearly frustrated with the new internet system, struggle to do work in 
the library while a sign offers little consolation.. 
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= Readers' Forum = 
' It's Amazing What Ninety 
Grand Won't Get You 
Grow Up, or Go Home 
New facilities mean students must 
exercise more common sense. 
It is bad enough that undergrads 
have returned to campus. We certainly 
do not need law students behaving like 
them. 
Walk through the lounges at the 
end of the day, and you will find tables 
covered in trash. And not just newspa­
pers courteously left for others to read. 
No, it's trash - discarded drinks, candy 
wrappers, and worse. 
Walk through the lounges during 
the day, and you'll see feet propped on 
brand-new, wood furniture and drip­
ping umbrellas on leather couches. 
Frankly, it's the kind of behavior you 
would expect to see at Georgetown. 
Granted, things will never be 
spotless after thousands of people 
traipse through the halls every day. And 
granted, there is a cleaning crew to save 
us from ourselves. But the problem is 
evident, and the issue is one of prin­
ciple. As a matter of common decency 
and civility, students ought to take care 
to be more respectful of their new 
surroundings. 
Speak Up, 
As you read this, the Law School 
administration is considering whether to 
move commencement ceremonies up one 
week to the same weekend as the 
University's graduation events on the El­
lipse. There are significant pros and cons 
either way, so students must voice their 
opinion now to ensure they are not coin-
plaining later. 
All too often, student input is solic­
ited but not offered. And it's not that the 
administration and faculty never listen. 
Last year the faculty sought student in­
put to decide whether to shorten the aca­
demic calendar. When evening students 
showed up to voice their opposition to 
the plan, the faculty was happy to oblige. 
Not all matters, particularly those 
that involve the larger University, can be 
resolved precisely as students wish, but 
it's clear that efforts are made to accom­
modate student requests. There can be no 
accommodation, however, if students fail 
to make their requests known. 
Several issues are at play in this de­
cision. Some students might have booked 
flights or hotels already. Others might 
have made vacation or wedding plans 
Of course this sounds preachy, 
and we shudder to write it. We apolo­
gize for the awkwardness. But someone 
has to speak up, and we don't mind 
taking a stand. 
The student lounges might 
resemble restaurants with their booths 
and tables, but there are no waiters to 
clean your spills. They might resemble 
high-end hotel lobbies with a concierge 
desk and leather sofas, but there are no 
maids to clean your scuff marks off the 
furniture. 
Students might be paying ridicu­
lous sums for a top-rate education and 
top-rate facilities, but tuition does not 
buy anyone the right to impose slovenly 
behavior and unprofessional conduct on 
others. Not that it is ever acceptable to 
leave your gum stuck to the bottom of 
your chair, but good manners are even 
more essential now that we enjoy such 
posh conditions. 
If you want to be a lawyer, then 
act like one. If you want to be a slob, 
the red line is calling. 
based on the traditional date. 
Alternatively, moving the ceremony 
would allow law students to participate 
in the University-wide ceremony on the 
Ellipse. The earlier date would likely en­
courage student participation in SBA-
sponsored graduation social events, and 
it would mean one more week of bar 
preparation time. 
The change could impact speaker 
selection. The Dean and the SBA would 
like to know hcnft much law students value 
having their own speaker as opposed to 
sharing a speaker with the rest of the 
University. Would students prefer to hear 
from a faculty member with a more per­
sonalized message and save the celebrity 
stump speech for the rest of the school? 
Give these matters some thought 
and discussion, but more importantly, 
voice your opinion. Email Dean Young 
or SBA Commencement Director Jaclyn 
Gerhardt. Write a letter to the editor, or 
post a message on the web portal. 
Whatever you do, do not sit in si­
lence now and complain in May when 
you are unhappy with the decision. We 
won't publish you. 
TO THE EDITOR: 
I am writing to express my views, 
and what I believe to be the views of 
quite a few of my fellow 3L students, 
regarding the recent "upgrades" to the 
law school. Now that I am 90,000 
dollars in debt, and jobless (as of now), 
I believe I am in a not so unique 
position to speak to the issue of where 
my 90 grand has gone. 
Let me preface this discussion by 
saying I in no way blame the lLs for these 
issues, nor do I bear them any ill will, even 
though they, and not me and my fellow 
3Ls are benefiting from my 90 grand. 
I am so glad that new email system 
is in place. While all the lLs and their 
snazzy new wireless web computers can 
sit anywhere in the school, especially the 
new Au Bon Pain styled lounges, and (as­
suming the firewall is working) email and 
play on the internet, there is still a basic 
lack of library space for the rest of the 
school. The library still lacks outlets, 
internet ports, and seating for the non-
wireless student body. And the new 
lounges, which could have included por­
tals and outlets, obviously do not. So 
while we can all glance at the nice 20 
grand flat screen as we walk into the 
school, we cannot do what we need to 
do - sit and use our computers to play, 
much less log on to eattorney and hope 
that someone wants to hire us. 
Don't get me wrong -1 appreciate 
the new lounges - a huge improvement, I 
appreciate the new classrooms in Stewart, 
I appreciate the self flushing toilets, and 
I appreciate the new Dean's and Records 
Offices. But what I would really like, and 
what I thought 90 grand would buy, is an 
outlet, an internet portal, and email that 
didn't require me to learn what a "25 
port" is or what the difference between 
STMP and whatever else everyone has 
been talking about. 
E.J. Levin, (3L Day) 
elevin@law.gwu. edu 
or Shut Up 
Life in the Slow 
Lane 
TO THE EDITOR: 
WViat happened to the computers 
in the library? I feel like it would be faster 
to watch paint dry than open a document 
in Adobe. It took me over an hour to 
open the syllabus for Con Law II. I re­
member the good ol' days when I could 
check my e-mail, look up last night's 
scores on ESPN, and check out the latest 
headlines on CNN, all in under five min­
utes. Now I'd be lucky to be able to do 
any one of these in under fifteen minutes. 
I've heard no explanation of why this is 
happening. I hope that the crack staff at 
the Nota Bene can get to the bottom of 
this problem. 
Remy Taborga, (3L Day) 
[Editor's Note: This letter was deliv­
ered to the Nota Bene hand-written because 
Mr. Taborga found the library computers too 
slow to e-mail it to us.] 
Parade of 
Horribles 
TO THE EDITOR. 
The new layout of the school Vs con­
tusing. It makes me feel like a 1L again. 
I loathe the fact that they moved the mail­
boxes up to the third floor. You used to 
be able to walk through the hallway and 
check your mail and go on your way. 
Now I only check my box if I happen to 
walk by it on the way to class. The e-
mail system is the anti-Christ. Maybe in 
bizarro world, where sucking is an im­
provement the system is better. Unfortu­
nately, we live on Earth. Now, you can't 
save mail as unread, and you can't mark 
anything as urgent. So now, when I miss 
some big mandatory meeting, it's the law 
school's own damn fault. 
Nothing says the beginning of the 
school year like wires hanging from the 
ceiling, and guys with ladders wandering 
around. Oh, and I love what they've done 
with the elevators. I could go on, but I 
have to go to class, and I'm pretty sure 
I'll have to slay a minotaur to get there. 
Nick Dietz, (3L Day) 
To Submit an Opinion 
The Nota B ene invites readers' opinions. Letters to the 
Editor must be 300 words or less, signed, dated and in­
clude a graduation year or title. E-mail submissions to 
notabene@law.gwu.edu 
To write a longer opinion column, contact Opinions Editor 
Chris McClintock at cmcclintock@law.gwu.edu 
Nota Bene reserves the right to edit all submissions for 
space, grammer, clarity and vulgarity. 
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Horoscopes 
Virgo: (Aug. 23—Sept. 22) 
Twenty interviews. Ten call backs. No jobs. 
Libra: (Sept. 23—Oct. 23) 
Your California gubanotorial campaign will crumble 
when it is revealed you're not really a porn star. 
Scorpio: (Oct. 24—Nov. 21) 
We know you're lost in Stuart. Help is coming. 
Sagittarius: (Nov. 22—Dec. 21) 
Your VCR will malfunction while trying to tape the 
season premiere of "Friends." You won t miss 
anything. 
Capricorn: (Dec. 22—Jan. 19) 
Your bid for the Democratic Presidential nomination 
is as good as anyone's. 
Aquarius: (Jan. 20—Feb. 18) 
No, really. It's uncool to date undergrads. 
Pisces: (Feb. 19—March 20) 
Your missing wireless card is in the Records Office. 
Your missing laptop is in my car. 
Aries: (March 21—April 19) 
You will spend 40 hours this week trying to check 
your e-mail in the library. 
Taurus: (April. 20—May 20) 
Skip class. It's covered by Barbri anyway. 
Gemini: (May 21—June 21) 
The administration will cut funding for your favorite 
organization this week. 
Cancer: (June 22—July 22) 
The law school will sell surveillence video of you to 
Girls Gone 'Wild. 
Leo: (July 23—Aug. 22) 





annual free Labor 
Day concert on 
the Capitol lawn 
last week. Crowds 
enjoyed great 
weather and great 





This summer, students from the SBA and Equal Justice Foundation helped beautify a local park. Participants 
included: Jocelyn Stotts, Corrie Westbrook, Jenn Mascott, Josh Andersen, Brian Staudt, David Bakzyk, Sarah 
O'Sullivan, Logan Hambrick, Eric Koester, Allison Jones, Shawn Grosser, Nathan Matsubara, Moonhee Cha, Eiic 
Heyer, Dou Saelinger. Joe Orzamo, Cecilia Isaacs-Blundin, Kristina Justiniano, Gabby Haddad, Chevon Brooks, 
Jim Paugh, Ryan Allen, and Robert Sheffield. 
Crossword 101 
Washington Followers By Ed Canty 
Across 
1 Like a w ooden duck 
6 And others 
10 Walk heavily 
14 Foolish 
1 5 Lee 
16 Follows credit 
17 Swagger 
18 Edible fat 
19 Microwave, for one 
20 Former Governor 
of Ohio 




30 Stage whisper 
32 Jailbirds 
37 Facial expression 
38 Former Congressman 
from Michigan 
41 Encumbrance 
42 Hose, e.g. 
43 Former Peruvians 
45 Shocked 
49 Feeling of superiority 
50 Weather map line 
55 Bush former org. 
56 Civil War hero 
60 Soft drink 
61 Proofread 
62 Roof part 
63 Wallet stuffers 
64 Shallot, for one 
65 More slippery 
66 Disagreeable person 
67 Work units 
68 Rushes along 
Down 
1 Scatter 
2 Main dish 
3 Nurses 
4 Burden 
5 Abom inable snowman 
6 Curvy letters 
1 2 3 4 
5 | 6 7 8 | 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 
17 1 19 1 
20 21 22 • 
23 24 • 26 
27 29 29 30 31 
Hi32 33 34 35 36 37 
36 39 40 
41 42 
43 44 45 46 4/ 48 
49 51 52 53 54 55 






8 Sharp narrow ridge 





21 Relating to the skin 
22 Hawkeye Pierce's org. 
26 For each 
28 Albany, NY college 
29 Printers measures 
31 Tree hanger 
33 Bustle 
34 Sawbuck 
35 Football hero at times 
3 6 Little 
38 Table tennis 




46 National Park 




53 Living thing 
54 Stakes 
57 Comfort 
58 Rough granules 
59 Sake ingredient 
60 Superior and Huron 
connector 
Quotable Quote 
Washington is a city of 
Southern efficiency and 
Northern charm. 
John F. Kennedy 
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